PARTNERSHIP IN THE ESF

PRACTICE DESCRIPTION

Reference in Guide: 
1.2 Promoting an enabling environment and
2.2 Setting up mechanisms and guidelines for stakeholder involvement 

Name of practice: Contract template

Stage of use:

Add x to the table where applicable

	OP Analysis and design
	X

	OP Delivery planning
	X

	Call for and appraisal of proposals
	

	Animation 
	

	Monitoring and Evaluation
	


Partnership success factors that are addressed: 

Model contracts between project promoter and his partner(s) in the project 

Examples how to distinguish between partners and suppliers in the project 

Author:  

Managing authority (Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs, ESF Management Department) in cooperation with the Office for Protection of Economic Competition.  

Country:

Czech Republic

Summary: 

Template of a contract between project promoter and his partner(s). The objective of this document was to provide guidance for project promoters from the ESF Managing Authority in order to avoid possible problems in the future with non-eligible partnerships in the ESF projects. The key is to prove added value of each partnership and to distinguish between partners in the project and potential suppliers.   

Format and language:

Document accessible on web pages – http://www.esfcr.cz/clanek.php?lg=1&id=1838, available in Czech only

Testimonies from users:  

In legal conditions of the Czech Republic, it was necessary for project promoters to sign contracts with their partners. Otherwise it would not be possible to finance project with partnerships at all. Hence project promoters have no other choice than to sign a contract, however they appreciate that the MA had prepared a template for them – if they follow the template, they cannot be wrong. 

Implementation guidance

· Make sure that signing a contract solves the problem with partnership in your country

· Involve all relevant stakeholders in the preparation of the contract template

· Make sure that the template includes all necessary information and that it meets its purpose

· Make it public on the web for all potential project promoters and partners

· Provide sufficient guidance to project promoters to prevent them from making mistakes in their individual contracts and in defining partnership on project level

The content of the contract template is based on legal framework of each member state and is not transferable as such. However it provides certain idea what kind of information can be required from project promoters and their partners. This practise can help Member states with similar problems with the legislation – where partnership in the projects is not defined in the legislation and it is up to the Managing Authority to assure that the partnership in ESF projects is in compliance with national legislation on one hand, and on the other hand that partnership, despite all the legislative obstacles, can be supported in practise.   

Contact person for more information:

Name:
Zdenek Foltyn

Organisation: Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs

E-mail: zdenek.foltyn@mpsv.cz 

Telephone: ++420 226 206 846

Web address: www.esfcr.cz 

Skype Address: 

